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Aerolite Struck the Flag
Staff of the Victoria Hotel

and Exploded,
Subways in This City and Brook¬

lyn Blew Up, Sending Man¬
hole Covers on High.

Shower of Electric Fire Balls in the
Ocean at Coney Island Daz¬

zled Observers.

TROLLEY CARS AND HORSES STRUCK.

Theatres Had to Go on with Gaslight, as

Dynamos Were Useless.Wires
Down, Barns and House

Struck.

It was a kind of savage electrical beauty
that nature displayed in the electrical
storm and gale last night about 7 o'clock.
In the few minutes it lasted it uprooted
shade trees, destroyed property, wrecked
buildings and killed horses, but so many
other storms have done that that it would
have been commonplace had it not been
for the beautiful electrical display.
Flashes of lightning danced in the air

as if trained in forming lines of lire. They
zig-zagged through space, so rapidly that
the flashes could not be counted.
The electrical display lasted from 7

o'clock to 7:30, and has seldom been

equalled.
Victoria. Hotel Exhibit.

One of the flashes struck the twenty-
foot flag pole of the yictoria Hotel and
splintered it. t
One of the pieces was blown across the

Street and struck a wlndown of the top
floor of the Kirk building. An old lady
was sitting near the window and the piece
cf the flag pole landed at her feet. She
was covered with the broken glass, and fell
from her chair fainting.
The hotel building was not damaged.
Policeman Michael H. Fitzgerald said

that just after the flagpole was struck a

ball of fire more than a foot in diameter
fell down toward Broadway and Twenty-
seventh street.

"It was as' if the sun had broken its
moorings and was falling to earth," said
he. "When twenty feet above the ground
It exploded with a fearful crash. I ran to
Bee if any one was hurt, but found none."
Some think this ball of Are was an aero¬

lite from the way it exploded, sending
sparks about for a block.

EploxNion In a Subway.
Lightning followed the wires of the First

avenue subway and exploded. It blew off
the manholes at First avenue and Sixty-
sixth, Sixty-seventh, Sixty-eighth, Sixty-
ninth and Seventieth streets. The reports
were terrific, and at Sixty-ninth and Seven¬
tieth streets the heavy iron lids, chained
and locked, were blown as high as the
pixth story floors.
A panic ensued in the neighborhood,

prliich is inhabited by Bohemian's, and the
police had difficulty in quieting the excited
people.
Aloritz Brockman, proprietor of the

Saloon at the Seventieth street corner,
tvas stunned.

Theatre I.is'hts Put Out.
The electric plant of the American Thea¬

tre was damaged by the storm. The cur¬

rent ran along the wires to the dynamo.
Gas had to be used in the theatre for the
performance.
At Coney Island the storm did great

damage to stands, awnings, sheds and
banners.
There was an unusually large week-day

crowd at the beach. So rapidly did the rain
fall that Surf avenue was impassable in
Ave minutes, Hooded from curb to curb.
The lightning illuminated the sky at start-I
lingly frequent intervals and the thunder
Seemed to shake the island.
Women shrieked and prayed, while the

children cried and pleaded piteously to be
taken home. In many concert halls, where
the lightning extinguished and relighted
the electric lights, panic was avoided only
by the prompt action of the performers
and employes.

Camels in u Panic.
A large cjowd was in the Streets of

Cairo, on Surf avenue, when the storm
broke. The camels were stamepeded, and
knocked down several persons, but seri¬
ously injured no one. A portion of the
electric plant was burned out.
While the storm was in progress the

Sight on the ocean was one of the most
magnificent as a pyrotechnic display ever
Wltnesed. Balls of lire fell in showers
Into the waves, whiie the forked flashes
gplatered about and formed a brilliant
part for this most dazzling spectacle. The
lightning also played pranks up and down
the big observatory and on Tilyou's big
wheel. Both structures at one time were
glowing with masses of blue and white
ore.
Trees on the Ocean parkway, in Graves-

>nd village and Sheepshead Bay were up¬
rooted by the wind or shattered by the
Jightning. Telegraph and telephone com¬
munication between West Brighton and
Manhattan Beach was cut off for several
hours. No telegraph wire could be operated
West Brighton and New York and Brook¬
lyn.

No One Stilled.
The storm last one hour and a half. So

far as could be learned no one was killed
or injured and damage done to property
was not heavy. The loss sustained by
owners of private electric light plants, and
the damage done to sheds, awnings and
small stands will amount to perhaps
$10,000.
Woodlawn Park, at the station of that

name on the line of the New York & Sea
Beach Railway, was set on fire by a
thunderbolt. The park lnclosure and ad¬
joining buildings were almost destroyed.
Philip Lieb is the owner. He had little
insurance.
In the height of the storm persons

near Alabama and Atlantic avenues,
Brooklyn, saw a forked flash dart
out of the clouds and zig-zag its way
earthward. The flash was so brilliant
that they closed their eyes and before they
opened them their ear drums were almost
shattered by a terrific crack of thunder.
Mingling with the crash was another, not
quite as loud, and then the stx-eet seemed
to rise up and the air was full of earth
and paving stones. The electric fluid had
found its way into an electric conduit
that runs aion^r Atlantic avenue and had
Ignited gas, causing a terrific explosion.
The explosion occurred at 7:20 o'clock,

and at the corner of Alabama avenue, In
front of the Howard House. A few feet
from it are the tracks of the Long Island
Railroad. A ragged hole ten feet square
was torn in the ground. No one was in-

Continued on Fourth. Pate.

DID HE GIVE $100,000?
Reported That Cornelius Vanderbilt Furnished

That Amount to the Repub¬
lican Fund.

Washington, Sept. 3..It was reported to¬

day that Cornelius Vanderbilt has given
$100,000 to the Republican campaign fund.

What he did it for or what he expects
in return is not made clear, but the as¬

sertion is made that Cornelius Vanderbilt
contributed $100,000 to the McKinley fund,
that the check was on exhibition to the

favored gilt-edged few at the Hanna New

York headquarters.
Mr. Thompson, treasurer of the Republi¬

can ^mgrssional Committee of Washing¬
ton, saw, handled and was duly thrilled

by s&id check only the other day while in

New York.

"TRAMP" WAS A HERO.

Saw a Kitty on the Track, Rescued Her
and Then Lay Down and

Slept.
"Tramp," a big, rough-coated St. Ber¬

nard dog, saved a Maltese kitten from be¬

ing crushed to death by a trolley car on

Bergen avenue, Jersey City, yesterday.
The kitten was playing on the car track,
when a trolley car came bounding rapidly
along. The little puss, not noticing the
car's approach, continued to play.
"Tramp," who lay basking in the sun

upon the sidewalk, saw the kitten's danger.
When the car was within a few feet
of it, Tramp sprang forward, seized the
kitten by the ear and pulled it from the
track. Then he stood guard beside it until"
the car had whizzed by, after which he
walked back to the sidewalk.
Tramp was petted by every one who

witnessed his act.

WATSON TO BE NOTIFIED.

Vice-Presidential Candidate of the Populists
Will Soon Learn Officially of

His Nomination.

Atlanta, Ga., Sept. 3..Senator Marion
Butler, Thomas E. Watson, National Com¬
mitteeman Reed and John Cunningham,
chairman of the Populist State Executive
Committee, held a conference to-day, and
it was agreed to notify Watson by letter
before September 15.
Senator Butler subsequently gave out a

signed statement, which says, among other
things:
"I did not go to St. Louis for Bryan and

Sewall. I took the position that the Peo¬
ple's party should practice what it has
preached, that Is, put patriotism and the
welfare of the country above party. We
did this in the nomination of Mr. Bryan.
"If the second man on the Chicago ticket

had stood for what Mr. Bryan stands for
then the People's Party National Conven¬
tion would have nominated the whole
ticket. As this was not the case, it was
our duty to the country as well as to our¬
selves to nominate for the second place on
the ticket a man who represents what Mr.
Bryan represents. This we have done; we
have improved on the Chicago ticket.
Bryan and Watson is not only the best sil¬
ver ticket in the field, but it represents just
the opposite of what the McKinley-Hobart
cicket represents."

SHE MAY HAVE GLANDERS.
Fifteen-Year-Old Mary Folley, of Paterson,

Nursed a Sick Horse Who Died
of the Malady.

Mary Folley, fifteen years old, of Pater¬
son, N. J., is suffering from glanders. So
City Veterinarian William Herbert Lowe,
of 'that town, says.
Health Inspector Leal also states she may

be suffering from that malady, and Dr. W.
Buermann, of St. Joseph's Hospital, where
the girl ws treated, says she possibly has
farcy, which is a form of glanders.
Mary works in the Barbour thread mills.

Her father is a teamster, and they live at
No. 183 Paxton street, Paterson. He bought
for $.7 an old horse from ex-Assemblyman
Thomas McCran. Some nodules on the
horse's legs developed Into ulcers, and Mary
had to apply a lotion, syid it is supposed
she got some of the poison from the ulcers
into the scars on her hands.
On Monday Veterinarian Lowe said the

horse was suffering from glanders, and took
Issue with McCran and other horsemen.
He ordered the animal killed, and expressed
great concern for the child when he learned
she was complaining of pains In her arms.
Mary's hands were swollen and rough.

Her mother became greatly alarmed, and
the child was sent to the dispensary at St.
Joseph's Hospital.
"I examined her hands and arms," said

Dr. Buermann yesterday, "and could come
to no definite conclusion. I cauterized the
wounds. She may have farcy, which is
not as rare in human beings as glanders,
nor as dangerous."
Thomas McCran says: "The horse did not

have glanders, and the girl has not. The
girl had scratches on her hands, and neg¬
lected them, and because the horse had
sores they killed him. It may have been
he had farcy. I do not know."

GOV. MORTON'S NEW HOME

Buys the Old Dodworth Dancing Academy
and Will Make It a Palatial

Residence. ^2
Governor Levi P. Morton, whose resi¬

dence was at Rhinebeck before he went to

Albany, will live in New York after his
term of office expires. He has purchased
the old Dodworth dancing academy, at No.
681 Fifth avenue, and will make extensive
alterations, converting it into one of the
most desirable residences In that swell sec¬

tion of Fifth avenue.
The Governor has been looking for a town

house for some time, and the old Dodworth
Academy was> finally submitted to him by
Brokers Rlker & Son. On May 5 last the
property, which Is a regulation four-story
brownstone dwelling, on a lot 42x125, with
an 8-foot carriageway extending to fifty-
fourth street, was sold at auction by Will¬
iam Kennelly, acting for the executors of
the Allan Dodworth estate, and was bought
by Contractor John D. Crimmins for $172,-
000, considered at the time a very low fig¬
ure. Mr. Crimmins said then that ;he
bought the property because he regarded
it cheap and that he would sell as soon a»
he received a desirable offer.
Early In the Summer Rlker & Sou, on be¬

half of Governor Morton, made Mr. Crim¬
mins an offer, it is said, of $180,000, but It
was refused, and it was supposed the nego¬
tiations were at an end. The price now
paid by Governor Morton is understood to
be $200,000.
The house adjoins the residence of the

City Club at the south and of H. Victor
Newcomb nt the north. Governor Morton's
wealthiest neighbors will be John D. Rocke¬
feller, at the southwest corner, and Henry
M. Flagler, nt the northeast corner of Fifty-
fourth street.

Plan to Cut One from Thirty-
third to Thirty-fourth on

Their Ground.

It Would Be Just West of the
Waldorf and Provide for It

a New Frontage.
William Waldorf and John Jacob

Have at Least a Business
Agreement.

THEY WOULD CALL IT "ASTOR COURT."

Ground Worth Half a Million.Aldermen
Might Not Permit It, Though This

Opposition Is Not
Expected.

The Astors are planning a remarkable
Improvement. They purpose cutting a new

street from Thirty-third to Thirty-fourth
streets, betweon Fifth and Sixth avenues.
This street, which will probably be called

Astor Court, will be fifty feet wide, and
its construction will give a complete block
to the Waldorf Hotel, owned by William
Waldorf Astor, and the Schermerhorn Ho¬
tel adjoining, which is being erected by
John Jacob Astor.
Between them the two Astors own all the

ground in the present block for a space of
550 feet west of Fifth avenue. At the
northwest corner of the avenue and Thir¬
ty-third sti'eet originally stood the man¬

sion of the late John Jacob Astor. while
the William Astor mansion occupied the
Thirty-fourth street cornor of the block.
On the northwest corner of Thirty-third
street and Fifth avenue John Jacob's son

erected the Waldorf Hotel, and on the
site of the Thirty-fourth street corner the
present John Jacob, William Astor's son,
is now erecting what he purposes to call
the Schermerhorn Hotel. The two hotels
extend back 350 feet, several dwelling
houses owned by the two Astors having
been demolished to furnish the westerly
part of the sites.
Although the two cousins are not on

speaking terms, they have entered into
a business arrangement with George C.
Boldt, who is to conduct the two hotels,
and who is the originator of the plan of
improving the joint Astor properties.
Just to the west of the unfinished Scher¬

merhorn Hotel, on Thirty-fourth street,
John Jacob Astor is excavating for an

eight-story store and office building, but
this work will go no further, owing to the
change of plans. Much of the site of the
proposed Astor building will be taken up
by the new street. The ground to bo de¬
voted to the new street, or Astor court, is
worth nearly half a million dollars, it Is
estimated.
Facing the new street, on the west, the

two Astors purpose to erect an eight-story
store and office building, which shall cover

the entire block front of 200 feet and ex¬

tend back about forty feet on either street,
on ground occupied by the typical Astor
renting houses. The new building will be
constructed with a view to its occupancy
by retail stores that will be an ornament
to the neighborhood.

It is intended to carry out this plan so

that Its completion may be contemporary
with the completion of the Schermerhorn
Hotel, which it is expected will be opened
a year from now.

The change will be a striking one, giv¬
ing this block, or divided block an appear¬
ance different from that of any other in
the city. It will give the two hotels front¬
ages on four streets, necessitating some

alterations and additions to the Hotel Wal¬
dorf, the westerly annex to which Is now

being finished for ball room purposes. It
was not designed with any view to the
extended plan of improvement.

It Is not believed by the Astors that their
plan will meet with any opposition from
the Board of Aldermen, although it would1
seem that the consent of that body must
be obtained before the new street can be
opened. Mr. Boldt expressed the opinion
yesterday that the Astors had the right to
do what they liked with their own prop¬
erty. It is not the intention of the Astors
to give the ground to the city, and one

of the Aldermen said last night that the
Astors would probably be required to erect
fences and gates If they held the new

street as private property.

VETERANS ARE IN CAMP.
Thirtieth National Encampment of the

G. A. R. in St. Paul Full of Inter¬

esting Features.

St. Paul, Minn., Sept. 3..Officially the
thirtieth national encampment of the G.
A. R. opened this morning in the Auditori¬
um before an immense audience of Grand
Army men and citizens generally from
far and near. It was a brilliant semi-mili¬
tary and civic assemblage.
Governor Clough extended the greetings

of Minnesota and General Walker returned
the thanks of the Grand Army for the lav¬
ish and hearty hospitality which had been
showered upon the city's guests.
After the exorcises the encampment went

into executive session. The first business
done was to hear the report of the Com-
munder-in-Clilef. Concerning the member¬
ship he said that the total membership of
the Grand Army of the Republic is 385,406,
of which 340,610 are in good standing and
42,511 are carried on the suspended list for
non-payment of dues, a decrease in this list
during the past year of 7,089. The gain bv
muster during the year was 13,467.
There is no apparent change in the con¬

test for commandershlp this morning. The
fight is conceded to be between Clarkson
and Llnehan, with the Omaha comrade
slightly leading. The New York delegates,
in caucus, gave Admiral Meade only four
votes, the rest: going to the New Englander.
Another military spectacle was provided

this morning in the parade of the First
Brigade. Minnesota National Guard, com¬
prising the First, Second and Third Regi¬
ments of infantry, two batteries of artil¬
lery and cavalry. The brigade was com
mauded by Brigadier-General W. B. Bend.

SENATOR JOHN M. PALMER.

SENATOR PALMER TO THE JOURNAL.
Indianapolis, Sept. 3.

To W. R. Hearst, New York Journal:
I desire to say that I came here a very warm supporter of General Bragg, for I

thought that a ticket made up of Bragg and Buckner would have been a most admirable

one, and certainly a popular one throughout the country.
Of course I am proud of the great compliment that has been paid me, but I did not

seek the nomination, and would have been better satisfied with another ticket had the con¬

vention seen fit to nominate it.

I have no plans for the future and do not know what the campaign may develop.
Whether I will make speeches is a thing that I have not thought of.

In fact, I have thought of nothing except the very hearty sentiment of good will that

my friends are expressing. JOHN M. PAL,MER,
Candidate for President of Gold Standard Democrats.

GENERAL BUCKNER TO THE JOURNAL.
Indianapolis, Sept. 3.

To W. R. Hearst, New York Journal:

You may say for me that I will go into the fight with all the earnestness I possess, but

on what lines It will be made or what particular direction my part of it will take I do not

know.
I suppose, though, I will make some speeches both in and outside of my own State.

I leave here for home Immediately, and will consider that my time belongs to the N"a»

tional Democratic party from this time till the campaign closes.
SIMON B. BUCKNER,

Candidate for Vice-President of Gold Standard Democrats.

BURIED ALIVE IN SID.
Two Boys " Doing Stunts " Jump

Over a Sand Bank and
It Caves In.

Arthur Olsen Gets His Head Out and
Is Rescued, but Felix Weis-

brod Is Killed

DIG HALF AN HOUR FOR HIS BODY.

Coroner Finds That He Died from Suffoca¬
tion.A Year Ago the Lad's Father

Was Killed by the
Cars.

Felix Weisbrod and Arthur Olsen, ten-
year-old boys, of White Plains, went to
plajt in the sand lots yesterday, a short
distance below the railway station.
The boys were "doing stunts," and Weis¬

brod was the leader. He jumped perilous
distances between freight cars, walked the
track on one foot for a block and climbed
down a ladder head first. So did Olsen.

Finally he glanced at the top of a high
bank and started for the top, calling on

Olsen to follow.
Weisbrod walked to the edge and an¬

nounced his intention or jumping into the
Continued on Fourth Page.

GOLD MAN HAS A SCHEME.
He Tells Postmaster Dayton Wh^t He Can

Do in South Carolina with

Money.
Postmaster Dayton received the follow¬

ing letter yesterday:
"Heckely, S. C., 9, 1, 96. P. M. The

gold side is gaining heare. MeKinley Is
gaining ground every day. If I had a little
help in the way of advertising anjl pay
expense of travel, etc., I could make Me¬
Kinley several thousand votes.
"The maine point is to work on the dnrkey,

as a great many don't much care how they
vote and a great many white men, by a

little persuasion, will vote any way. Any¬
thing in that line will be properly applyd
stri'ckly to the purpus. Please hand this
to some gold men. Let me heare from you
soone, as the election is drawing close. A
word to the wise Is sufficient. All we lack
is the go ahead. Now is the excepted time.

"JOHN SMITH Sen."

Watermelons Spilled 111 the Bay.
The tug John A. Bouker ran afoul of the

sloop Jacquetta while coming up the bay
yesterday morning, and half filled her with
water. She had on her deck a large number
of watermelons, and these were shipped Into
the water. The tug towed the sloop to the
foot of Jackson street, East River. No one
was hurt.

No tfcunrrel With Senator Murphy.
Ex-I>leutenant-Governor William F. Shee-

han yesterday denied the report that he
bad had a personal quarrel with United
States Senator Edward Murphy over his
position regarding the nomination of Bryan
and Bewail.

T
Young Girl Weds a Policeman

for Love of Whom She
Tried Suicide.

Felicitous End of the Romance of
Miss Kate Fanning, of

Scranton.

ADORED THE BLUECOAT AT SIGHT.

In July She Drank Carbolic Acid Because
She Saw Him Talking to Another

Girl.Narrowly Escaped
Dying.

In the announcement that Miss Kate

Fanning was married to Policeman Edward
O'Brien is contained the sequel to a ro¬

mance which a fe*v weeks ago threatened
to end in a tragedy. The wedding was per¬
formed in St. Augustine's Church, One
Hundred and Sixty-seventh street and
Franklin avenue, yesterday afternoon, after
which there was a reception at the home
of Mrs. Albert Wilson, an aunt of the bride,
who lives at No. 1,016 Washington avenue,

and is the wife of a wealthy rope manu¬

facturer. The bride's parents live In Scran¬
ton, Pa.

ContiUTied on fourth Pace.
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MUG LAYS
HIS DEFEAT

TO PALMER.
Declares He Was Shab¬
bily Treated by the Gold

Men's Nominee.
The Senator, He Says, As¬
sured Him He Would Not

Be Their Candidate.

Administration Was, However,
Opposed to the Badger

State Aspirant
Convention Took Only One Ballot and
Gave First Place on the Ticket

to the Illinois Man.

JUCKNER NAMED BY ACCLAMATION.

Vhen Nominations tor Vice-President W\,e
Ordered the Kentuckian's Name Was

Presented and He Was Unani¬
mously Chosen for the Place.

Indianapolis. Sept. 3.The defeat which
General Bragg sustained after a three days
anvass was not on'j_ a surprise to his
riends and himself, but had an added
ting in the fact that he had received the
nost solemn assurances from General
'aimer and the Illinois delegation that he
vould not suffer his name to go before the
onventlon.
The two men have long been friends, and

vhen Palmer declared that he would not be

candidate, did not want and could not ac-

ept the nomination, the supporters of

iragg felt that there was nothing that
¦ould come between him an£ the coyeted
>lum.
As soon as Delaware gave way to Michi¬

gan, however, they felt that Palmer was "to

>e placed In nomination, and that tiiere was

i concerted movement on 1 ° Ju. .

t
,

rriends to give vitality to the sentiment
ivhich had been manifest from th? first In
favor of the Illinois Senator, but they
jxpected Palmer to risf from his seat npon
the stage and declare that he was bound

by personal ties to General Bragg and l>y
bis word not to be a candidate or to suf¬

fer tli3 use of his name. Their chagrin
was great when Palmer left the platform
md thus tacitly gave his consent to that

which he had declared to Bragg's friends
must not be.

BrAKg'd Record Against Htm.

Outside of the Wisconsin delegation
there was a feeling that the record or

General Bragg on the money question was

not all that It ought to be for a man who

was to head the gold standard ticket, but
it was not until early this morning that

the fight against him became so aggressive
that his friends realized that his defeat
was among the reasonable probabilities.
From midnight until early morning mem¬

bers of different delegations went from

place to place, spreading charges to tiie

effect that Bragg had not always been

sound on the money Question, and his rec¬

ord in Congress was pointed to as evidence

that he had once leaned very strongly tow¬

ard free sliver. His supporters in his own

State and a few outside delegates declared

that these stories were slanders, but the

tales, nevertheless, made a deep impres¬
sion on the delegates, and their effect was

noticeable this morning by a gradual with¬

drawal of Bragg's support and Its concen¬

tration upon Palmer.

Relied on Palmer'* Promises.

General Bragg was seen by the JournaU

correspondent as soon as the result of tha

ballot became apparent, and was asked ito

what he attributed his defeat. He did not

conceal the fact that he felt that he had

been badly treated.
"My name only came into this conven¬

tion," he said, "upon the assurance, re- ^
peated over and over again, that General

Palmer would not be a candidate, and

these assurances were given me this morn¬

ing, before the convention assembled. I

was not brought here to be made a specta¬
cle of, nor to be slandered, but came 1n

good faith, believing that General Palmer

would cot permit the use of his name.

"I was not In favor of Watterson for the

Presidency, not because I had anything
against him, but because his nomination
would have been putting the gray before

the blue, and I thought it ought not to be

that way. I thought the blue ought
to be first, and if I had any idea that «en

eral Palmer would accept the nomination I

would have been for him, and our State

would have been for him also, from the
first.
"It Is a little unkind to a m*n at

my time of life to be treated this

way. and it wa* certainly unkind

in General Palmer to come in at the

last moment, or permit his friends

to bring him into the race. I con¬

fess that I do not lik.e »uch treats


